CHAP. IL ]    THE VEB^NTA AND ITS HEGELIAN CRITICS.         9
Hegel's idea of an empty abstraction may be given/almost in his
own words:—
"Where God is defined to be 'the most real of beings, in which
negation forms no part,3 it is (the abstract of all positivity or real-
ity to the exclusion of all negation/ and is the (very opposite of
what it ought to be and of what [the] understanding supposes it to be.9
Instead of being rich and flill above all measure, it is so narrowly con-
ceived that it is, on the contrary, extremely poor and altogether empty.
It is mth reason that the heart craves a concrete body of truth, but
without definite feature, that is without negation contained in the
notion, there can only be an abstraction. "When the notion of God
is apprehended only as th-at of the abstract or most real being,
God is, as it were^ relegated to another world beyond; and to
speak of knowledge of Him would be meaningless.  "Where there
is no definite quality, knowledge is impossible. Mere light is Mere
darkness.^1
Hegel's idea of the -ultimate Eeality, as I understand it, is that it
is incomplete &nd one-sided without its negation. In fact, in one place
he has given expression to a paradox, that Absolute Being and Ab-
solute Naught are the same.
^Being, as Being, is nothing fixed or definite ; it yields to a dialectic
and sinks into its opposite, which also taken immediately is nothing
[saying that God is only the supreme Being and nothing more is de-
claring Him to be so negatively also]. The mere Being, as it is mere
abstraction, is, therefore, the absolutely negative.   To prevent
one nullifying the other, man must first discover some fixed predicate
for Being, to mark it off from Nothing; this of necessity leads to the
onward movement, and gives to Being a (true or concrete signifi-
cance [and this significance consists in the idea of Becoming], Be-
coming is the unity of Being and Nothing.5 The unity has to be
conceived in the diversity, which is all the while present and explicit.
To become is the true expression for the resultant of £ to Tbe 5 and
( not to be.' Becoming is the first concrete thought and therefore
the first notion, whereas Being and Naught are empty abstractions.
In Being, then, we have Nothing, and in. Nothing [we have] Being;
but this Being, which, does not lose itself in Nothing, is Becoming
1 'Hegel's Logic' by Wallace, p. 74.

